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Cute aggression refers to an urge to squeeze, bite, or pinch something cute like 
a young animal or a human baby without any desire to cause them harm. In 
response to positive experiences, some people express their feelings in a 
dimorphous manner, meaning they show both positive and negative reactions.


Cuteness exists within the same solar system as the uncanny, humor, play, and 
absurdity. These modalities orbit one another and help to inform and support 
each others presence and criticality. Within art, all of these can be used to the 
artists advantage- i.e. the work of Mike Kelley. However, for this particular 
exhibition, we’ll concern ourselves more with the criticality and subversiveness 
of cuteness through the filter of cute aggression - keeping in mind that 
uncanniness, humor, play, and absurdity are also running throughout the works.
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